Literary Genre
This refers to the type of text you have studied and how the story is told.
Is the text a play, film, novel, autobiography or biography?
Who is the narrator Is it told in the first person narrative by one character, eg "I was born in 1945"
Is it told in the third person narrative? eg,  "She was always a lonely child, isolated and fearful.".
How do  we feel about the characters and the way that they react to the story.?
Are we able to predict what will happen in the novel?
How are the characters presented and developed and do we like them?
Is the story told in chronological order.... is it just one narrator? Are there flashbacks.?

LITERARY GENRE
The term Literary Genre asks us to consider what category a text falls into and to explore how different types of text, or different genres, use different techniques to tell their stories. Here are two examples of such techniques:

? Type of Text

Each genre – or type of text – has some technique available to it that is either not available to other genres or not quite as important. For instance, films tells their stories largely through flickering images on a screen, stage plays tell their stories almost entirely through the spoken word or dialogue, and prose works, novels, short stories and memoirs, rely on their access to a character’s thoughts or reflections to advance and deepen the story. In discussing a text as an example of an literary genre, we are therefore looking for recurring uses of such techniques – recurring images in films, recurring patterns of dialogue in plays, recurring reflections in prose works.

? The Use of Humour and Darkness to Tell the Story

If a text is very funny, its humour contributes to a generally bright, light-hearted view of the world. On the other hand, if it is dominated by gloomy images and landscapes – brooding mountains and damp caverns – then it will automatically have a darker, more fatalistic feel to it. If the characters are likeable, the world they inhabit will be attractive. If the characters are all sour, negative gits, then their world will be unappealing. If the story is set in a rural paradise, it will vibrate with positive energy. If it’s set in a deprived slum, it will stutter with uncertain life. These are just some of the ways that light and darkness, humour and seriousness, are used in the telling of a story.

Literary Genre Questions

Sample 70 mark questions:

· “The unexpected is essential to the craft of story-telling.”Compare how the authors of the comparative texts you have studied used the unexpected in their texts. You may confine your answer to key moments in the texts.

· “The creation of memorable characters is part of the art of good story-telling.” Write an essay comparing the ways in which memorable characters were created and contributed to your enjoyment of the stories in the texts you have studied for your comparative course. It will be sufficient to refer to the creation of one character from each of your chosen texts.    (70)

· Write a talk to be given to Leaving Certificate students in which you explain the term Literary Genre and show them how to compare the telling of stories in at least two texts from the comparative course.    (70)

· “Literary Genre is the way in which a story is told.” Choose at least two of the texts you have studied as part of your comparative course and, in the light of your understanding of the term Literary Genre, write a comparative essay about the ways in which their stories are told. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts.    (70)

· Write an essay on one or more of the aspects of literary genre (the way texts tell their stories) which you found most interesting in the texts you studied in your comparative course. Your essay should make clear comparisons between the texts you choose to write about.

Sample 30/40 mark questions

“Aspects of narrative contribute to your response to a text.”
(a)With reference to one of your chosen texts, identify at least two aspects ofnarrative and discuss how those aspects contributed to your response to that text.    (30)
(b)With reference to two other texts compare how aspects of narrative contributed to your response to these texts.
In answer to question (b) you may use the aspects of narrative discussed in (a) above or any other aspects of narrative.    (40)

—

“A good text will have moments of great emotional power.”
(a)With reference to a key moment in one of your texts show how this emotional power was created.    (30)
(b)Take key moments from the other two texts from your comparative course and compare the way in which the emotional power of these scenes was created. (40)

—

“Powerful images and incidents are features of all good story-telling.”
(a)Show how this statement applies to one of the texts on your comparative course.    (30)
(b)Compare the way in which powerful images and incidents are features of the story-telling in two other texts on your comparative course. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts. (40)

—

“No two texts are exactly the same in the manner in which they tell their stories.”
(a)Compare two of the texts you have studied in your comparative course in the light of the above statement. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts.    (40)
(b)Write a short comparative commentary on a third text from your comparative study in the light of your discussion in part (a) above.    (30)

—

“Texts tell their stories differently.”
(a)Compare two of the texts you have studied in your comparative course in the light of the above statement.    (40)
(b)Write a short comparative commentary on a third text from your comparative study in the light of your answer to question (a) above.    (30)

